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Tonya Combs currently serves as Sr. Vice President, General Patent Counsel, where she advises 
senior leaders at Eli Lilly and Company on IP strategy. She also has the good fortune to lead a 
group of talented and experienced patent and trademark professionals responsible for global 
patent and trademark procurement (drafting and prosecuting), maintenance, litigation, and 
enforcement for Lilly.  In addition, she and her team assess third party patents for potential 
impact on Lilly’s development efforts and value in business due diligence.     

Ms. Combs started her career at Lilly as a chemical engineer in research and development with 
responsibility for optimizing scale up of clinical trial material. She’s held a number of positions 
of increasing responsibility in Lilly Legal, focusing on patent preparation and prosecution, 
multi-jurisdictional patent litigation, brand support, trade secret protection and enforcement, 
general counsel for the oncology business unit, and others.  Ms. Combs joined Lilly Research 
Labs in 2001 after receiving a B.S. in chemical engineering from Rose-Hulman Inst. of Tech.  
She received a J.D. summa cum laude from IU McKinney School of Law in 2006.  She currently 
sits on the IPO Board of Directors where she also serves on the Executive Committee and as the 
board liaison to IPO’s Pharmaceutical & Biotechnology Issues Committee, and is active in 
AIPLA, where she was named a Woman to Watch in January 2019.  Ms. Combs also serves on 
the boards of, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis, 
and the Foundation for IP Law.   


